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| Meeting overview 8/21/2018

Review of Pretrial Services Mapping/Profile Template

DCJS provided an overview of the proposed pretrial services mapping/profile template. A
draft version was provided to the workgroup members. Workgroup members will send

feedback to Ken Rose and Andy Warriner from the Virginia Department of Criminal Justice
Services.

Scope of Pretrial Services

The workgroup came to a consensus that both pretrial investigation and supervision is the
preferred model for Virginia. All members, with the exception of one member, voted in favor
of a pretrial services model that has both pretrial investigations and supervision. Members
also acknowledged that this model is what is considered best practices nationally. The
workgroup emphasized the importance of supervision. Funding for this model was a concern
expressed by the workgroup members, in that current funding may not be adequate.
Workgroup members also discussed the fact that different practices among localities may be
acceptable as long as they align with the core elements of the best practices model.

VPRAI and Pretrial Investigation Report
Workgroup members had a unanimous census that there should be ongoing research and

validation of the VPRALI. As part of the research and validation, the workgroup
recommended that, in addition to the overall risk level, the risk of failure to appear, and the



risk to public safety be separated out. Regarding the format of the VPRAI report, the
workgroup requested that DCJS conduct a scan of practice in other states to provide

examples of how information is summarized in risk assessment reports, including the
language used to make bail recommendations.

Pretrial Supervision

The workgroup discussed how to use pretrial risk assessment information to guide the
intensity of pretrial supervision. Workgroup members had a unanimous census that the
pretrial risk assessment should guide pretrial supervision levels and the intensity of

supervision.

Staff from the Virginia State Crime Commission shared their observations and concerns that
despite the use of the Praxis to guide the intensity of supervision (levels of supervision), there
appears to be some judicial officers that are over conditioning defendants placed on pretrial
supervision. The workgroup discussed various ways this practice could be mitigated.
Suggestions included enhanced bail training of judicial offices and other stakeholders
involved in bail decisions. In addition, the workgroup discussed the possibility that
consideration could be given to better educate stakeholders about the details of the levels of

supervision.

Workgroup members expressed that it be reported out that they recognize that there are parts
of the state not served by pretrial services and that statewide expansion be a consideration.
All members, with the exception of one member, voted in favor of statewide pretrial services

expansion.

Assignments

Action Assigned To Due
Provide feedback on Pretrial Services Mapping/Profile All September
Template 2018
Conduct a national scan of how pretrial risk assessment DCJS Staff September
reports and formatted and information conveyed to judicial 2018

officers.

Next Meeting

Date

Time

Location

TBD




